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ARTICLE 11 OF CHAPTER 1304
OF THE GENERAL STATUTES OF NORYTH CAROLINA

SANITARY SEWAGE SYSTEMS

§ 130A-333. Purpose.--The General Asgembly finds and de-
clares that continue% installation, at a rapidly and constantly
accelerating rate, of septic tank systems and other types of
sanitary sewage systems in a faulty or improper manner and in
areas where unsuitable so0il and population density adversely
affect the efficiency and functioning of these systems, has a
detrimental effect on the public health and environment through
contamination of land, groundwater and surface waters. Recog-
nizing, however, that sewage can be rendered ecologically safe
and the public health protected if methods of sewage collec-
tion, treatment and disposal are properly vregulated and recog-
nizing that sanitary sewage collection, treatment and disposal
will continue to be necessary to meet the needs of an expanding
population, the General Assembly intends to ensure the regula-
tlon of sewage collection, treatment and disposal systems so

that these systems may continue to be used, where appropriate,
without jeopardizing the public health.

§  130A-334. Definitions.-~The following deiinitions shall
apply throughout this Article:

(1) "Construction" means any work at the site of placement
done for the purpose of preparing a residence, place of busi-
ness or place of public assembly for initial occupancy, or sub-
sequent additions or modifications which increase sewage flow.

(2) Repealed by Session Laws 1985, c. 462, s. 18, effective
June 24, 1985,

(3) 'Location" means the initiel placement for occupancy of
a residence, place of business or place of public assembly.

(4), (5) Repealed by Session Laws 1985, ¢« 462, s. 18,
effective June 24, 1985.

(6) 'Place of business" means sa store, warehouse, manufac-
turing establishment, place of amusement or recreation, service
station, office building or any other place where people work.

(7) "Place of public assembly" means a fairground, audito-
rium, stadium, church, campground, theater or any other place
where people assemble.

(8) "Public or community sewage system'" means a single sys-
tem of sewage collection, treatment and disposal owned and
operated by a sanitary district, a metropolican sewage dis-
trict, a water and sewer authority, a county or municipality or
a public utility.

(9) '"Relocation" means the displacement of a residence or
place of business from one site to another.

(10) "Residence" wmeans a private home, dwelling unit in a
multiple family structure, hotel, motel, summer camp, labor

work camp, manufactured home, institution or any other place
where people reside.




(11) 'Sanitary sewage system" means a complete system of sew-
age collection, treatment and disposal including approved priv-
ies, septic tank Systems, connection to public or community
sewage systems, sewage reuse or recycle systems, mechanical or
bilological treatment systems, or other such systems.

Properly managed chemical toilets used only for human waste
at mass gatherings, construction sites and labor work camps are
considered sanitary sewage systems.

(12) "Septic tank system" means a subsurface sanitary sewage
system consisting of a settling tank and a subsurface disposal
field.

(13) '"'Sewage' means the liquid and solid human body waste and
liquid waste generated by water-using fixtures and appliances,
including those associated with foodhandling. The term does
not include industrial process wastewater or sewage that is
combined with industrial process wastewater,

§ 130A-335. Sanitary sewage collection, treatment and dis-
posal; rules,

(a) A person owning or controlling a residence, place of
business or a place of public assembly shall provide a sanitary
Sewage system. A sanltary sewage system may include components
for collection, treatment and disposal of sewage.

(b) Any public or community sanitary sewage system and any
sanitary sewage system which is designed to discharge effluent
to the land surface or surface waters shall be approved by the
Degartment of Natural Resources and Community Development under
rules adopted by the Environmental Management Commission. All
other sanitary sewage systems shall be approved by the Depart-
ment of Human Resources under rules adopted by the Commission
for Health Services.

(c) A sanitary sewage system subject to approval under rules
of the Commission shall be reviewed and approved under rules of
a local board of health in the following circumstances:

(1) The local board of health, on its own motion, has
requested the Department to review its proposed
rules concerning sanitary sewage systems; and

(2) The local board of health has adopted by reference
the sanitary sewage system rules adopted Dby the
Commission, with any more stringent modifications
or additions deemed necessary by the local bouard of
health to protect the public health; and

(3) The Department has found that the rules of the
local board of health concerning sanitary sewage
collection, treatment and digposal systems are at
least as stringent as the Commission's rules, and
are sufficient and necessary to safeguard the pub-
lic health,.

(d) The Department may, upon its own motion, upon the re-
quest of a local board of health or upon the request of a citi-
zen of an affected county, review its findings under subsection
(¢) of this section. The Department shall review its findings
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under subsection (c) of this section upon modification of the
Commission's sanitary sewage system rules. The Department mnay
deny, suspend, or revoke the approval of local board of health
sanitary sewage system rules upon a finding that the 1local
sewage rules are not as stringent as the Commission's rules,
are not sufficient and necessary to safeguard the public
health, or are not belng enforced. Sugspension and revocation
of approval shall be in accordance with G.S. 130A-23,

(e) The rules of the Commission and the rules of the local
board of health shall address at least the following: Sewage
characteristics; Design unit; Design capacity; Design volume;
Criteria for the design, installation, operation, maintenance
and performance of sanitary sewage collection, treatment and
disposal systems; Soil morphology and drainage; Topography and
landscape position; Depth to seasonally high water table, rock
and water impeding formations; Proximity to water supply wells,
shellfish waters, estuaries, marshes, wetlands, areas subject
to frequent flooding, streams, lakes, swamps and other bodies
of surface or groundwaters; Density of sanitary sewage collec-
tion, treatment and disposal systems in a geographical area;
Requirements for issuance, suspension and revocation of per-
mits; and OQther factors which affect the effective operation
and performance of sanitary sewage collection, treatment and
disposal systems. The rules regarding required design capacity
and required design volume for sanitary sewage systems shall
provide that exceptions may be granted upon a showing that a
system is adequate to meet actual daily water consumption.

(f) The rules of the Commission and the rules of the local
board of health shall classify sanitary systems of sewage col-
lection, treatment and disposal according to size, type of
treatment and any other appropriate factors. The rules shall
provide construction requirements, standards for operation and
ownership requirements for each classification of sanitary sys-
tems of sewage collection, treatment and disposal in order to
prevent, as far as reasonably possible, any contamination of
the land, groundwater and surface waters. The Department and
local health departments may impose conditions on the issuance
of permits and may revoke the permits for failure of the systen
to satisfy the conditions, the rules or this Article. The per-
mits shall be valid for a period prescribed by the rules and
may be renewed upon a showing satisfactory to the Department or
the local health department that the system is in compliance
with the current rules and this Article.

§ 130A-336. Improvement permit required.

(a) No person shall commence or assist in the construction,
location or relocation of a residence, place of business or
place of public assembly in an area not served by an approved
sanitary sewage system unless an improvement permit is obtained
from the local health department. This requirement shall not
apply to a residence exhibited for sale or stored for later
sale and intended to be located at another site after sale.
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(b) The local health department shall issue an improvement
permit authorizing work to proceed and the installation or re-
pair of a sanitary sewage system when it has determined after a
field investigation that the system can be installed and oper-
ated in compliance with the rules and this Article. No person
shall commence or assist in the installation, construction, or
repair of a sanitary sewage system, other than a connection to
an approved public or community sewage system, or a repailr of a
sanitary sewage system, which repair is not an expansion or
improvement of the system and which is made entirely within the
property of the person making or contracting for the repair,
unless the improvement permit has been obtained from the local
health department. The Department and the local health

department may impose conditions on the issuance of an
improvement permit,

§ 130A-337. Inspection; operation permit required.

(a) No sanitary system oé sewage collection, treatment and
disposal shall be covered or placed into use by any person
until an inspection by the local health department has
determined that the system has been installed or repaired in
accordance with any conditions of the improvement permit, the
rules and this Article.

{(b) Upon determining that the system is properly installed
or repaired and that the system is capable of being operated in
accordance with the conditions of the improvement permit, the
rules, this Article and any conditions to be imposed in the
operation permit, the local health department shall issue an
operation permit authorizing the residence, place of business
or place of public assembly to be occupied and for the system
to be placed into use. However, if the system is limited to a
single septic tank system without a pump or other appurtenances
serving a single one-family dwelling, then a certificate of
completion sghall be issued instead of an operation permit;
also, 1if the system is limited to a single septic tank system
without a pump or other appurtenances serving a single resi-
dence other than a one-family dwellin » Or serving a place of
business or a place of public assem%ly and having a design
daily flow of not more than 480 gallons, then a certificate of
comp{etion shall be issued instead of an operation permit. A
certificate of completion shall be issued when the septic tank
system 1s properly installed or repaired and is capable of
belng operated in accordance with the conditions of the im-
provement permit, the rules and this Article.

(¢) Upon determination that an exlsting sanitary sewage sys-
tem has a valid operation permit or a valid certificate oi com~-
pletion and is operating properly in a manufactured home park,
the local health department shall issue authorization in
writing for a manufactured home to be connected to the existing
system and to be occupied. Notwithstanding G.S. 130A-336, an
improvement permit is not required for the connection of a
manufactured home to an existing system with a valid operation
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germit or a valid certificate of completion in a manufactured
ome park.

(d) No person shall occupy a residence, place of business or
place of public assembly, or place a sanitary sewage system
into use or reuse for a residence, place of business or place
of public assembly until an operation permit or a certificate
of completion has been issued or authorization has been ob-
tained purguant to G.S. 130A-337(c).

§  130A-338. Improvement permit or authorization required
before other permits to be issued.--Whera construction, loca-
tion or relocation 1s proposed to be done upon & residence,
place of business or place of public assembly, no permit re-
quired for electrical, plumbing, heating, air conditioning or
other construction, location or relocation activity under any
provision of general or special law shall be issued until an
lmprovement permit has been issued under G.S. 130A-336 or
authorization has been obtained under G.S. 130A-337(c).

§ 130A-339. Limitation on electrical service.--No person
shall allow permanent electrical service to a residence, place
of business or place of public assembly wupon construction,
location or relocation until the official electrical inspector
with jurisdiction as provided in G.S. 143-143.2 certifies to
the electrical supplier that the required improvement permit
and an operation permit, a certificate of completion or author-
ization under G.S. 1304-337(c) has been obtained. Temporary
electrical service necessary for constructing a residence,
place of business or place of public assembly can be provided
upon compliance with G.S. 130A-338.

§ 130A-340 to 130A-345: Reserved for future codification
purposes,




L0 NCAC 10A .1934 - .1968; SANITARY SEWAGE COLLECTION, TREAT-
MENT, AND DISPOSAL; has been adopted and reads as follows:

1934 GENERAL

(a) The rules contained in this section shall govern the
-reatment ancd disposal of domestic type sewage from septic tank
3ystems, privies, incinerating toilets, mechanical toilets,
canposting toilets, recyling toilets, or other such systemrs
serving single or multiple-~family residences, places cof busi-
ness, or places of public assembly, the effluent from which is
designed not to discharge to the land surface or surface wa-
zers. The purpose of these rules is to:

(1) Insure that sewage, as defined in this section, shall
be collected, treated, and disposed of in a manner to
protect the health, environment, and well-being of
the general public;

{2) Provide minimum requirements for the design, install-
ation, and use of ground absorption sewage treatment
and disposal systems, including septic tank systems
and other on-site systems, which serve any residence,
place of business, or place of public assenbly;

(3) Provide the state and local public health agencies
with minimum standards to be used in determining
whether a site or system can be utilized for the
treatment and disposal of sewage; and

(4) Provide the public with the minimum requirements nec-
essary to secure a pemmit for a sewage treatment and
disposal system.

(b) Any public or community sewage system and any system
which discharges to the land surface or surface waters shall be
approved by the Department of Natural Resources and Community

Devel opnent under rules promulgated by the Environmental Man-
agement Commission.

History Note: Statutory Authority G.S. 130A-335(e);
Eff. July 1, 1982,

.1935 DEFINITIONS

The following definitions shall apply throughout this sec-

zioa:

(1) "Alluvial soils'" means stratified soils without distinet
horizons, deposited by flood waters.

(2) "Alternative system'" means any approvecd ground absorp-
tion sewage treatment and disposal system cther than an
approved privy or an approved septic tank system,

(3) "Approved"” means that which has beea considered accept-
able to the state or local health department.

(4) ‘''Approved privy" means a fly-tight structure consisting
of a pit, floor slab, and seat riser constructed in ac-
cordance with .1959 of this section.

(5) "Approved public or community sewage system' means a
single system of sewage collection, treatment, and dis-
posal owned and operated by a sanitary district, a met-
ropolitan sewage district, a water and sewer authority,




(6)

(7)

(8)
(9)

(10)

(11)

(12)
(13)

(.4)

(17)

(18)

(19)

a county or municipality, or a public utility, con-
structed and operated in compliance with applicable re-
quirements of the Department of Natural Resources and
Comrunity Devel opment.

"Areas subject to frequent flooding'" means those areas
inundated at a ten-year or less frequency and includes
alluvial scoils and areas subject to tidal or stomm over-
wash,

"Dwelling unit" means any room or group of rooms located
within a structure and foming a single, habitable unit
with facilities which are used or intended to be used
for living, sleeping, bathing, tollet usage, cooking,
and eating.

"Effluent” means the liquid discharge of a septic tank
or other sewage treatment device.

"Ground absorption sewage treatment and disposal system"
means & system that utilizes the soil for tﬂe subsurface
disposal of ©partially treated or treated sewage
ef fluent.

"Horizon" means a layer of soil, approximately parallel
to the surface, that has dlstinct characteristies pro-
duced by soil forming processes.

'"Local health department' means any county, district, or
cther health department authorized to be organized under
the General Statutes of North Carolina.

"Nitrification field" means the area in which the nitri-
fication lines are located.

"Nitrification lines'" means approved pipe, specially de-
signed porous blocks, or other approved materials which
receive partially treated sewage effluent for distribu-
tion and absorption into the soil beneath the ground
surface.

"Non-ground absorption sewage treatment system'" means &
facility for waste treatment designed not to discharge
to the soil, land surface, or surface waters, including
but not limited to, approved vault privies, incinerating
toilets, mechanical toilets, composting toilets, chemi-
cal toilets, and recycling systems.

"Organic soils' means those organic mucks and peats con-
sisting of more than 20 percent organic matter to depths
of 18 inches or greater.

"Parent material" means the mineral matter that is in
its present position through deposition by water, wind,
gravity or by decomposition of rock and exposed at the
land surface or overYain by soil or saprolite.

"Ped" means a unit of soil structure, such as an aggre-
gate, crumb, prism, block, or granule formed by natural
processes.

"Perched water table' means a saturated zone, generally
above the natural water table, as identified by
drainage mottles caused by a restrictive horizon,
"Person' means any individual, fim, association, organ-
ization, partnership, business trust, corporation, com-
pany, or unit of local goverament.




(23)

(24)

(25)

(26)

(27)

(28)

(29)

(20)

(21)

"Place of business' means any store, warehouse, manufac-
turing establishment, place of amusement or recreation,
service station, foodhandling establishment, or any
other place where people work or are served.

"Place of public assembly" means any falrground, audito-
rium, stadium, church, campground, theater, school, or
any other place where people gather or congregate.

"Privy building'" means and {ncludes any and all build-
ings which are used for privacy in the acts of urinatiocn
ancd defecation which are constructed over pit privies
and are not connected to a ground absorption sewage
treatment and disposal system or a public or community
sewage system.

"Relocation'" means the displacement of a residence,
place of business, or place of public assembly from one
location to another.

"Repair area' means an area, cither in its natural state
or which is capable of being modified, consistent with
these rules, which is reserved for the installation of
additional nitrification fields and is not covered with
structures or impervious materials.

"Residence" means any home, hotel, motel, summer camp,
labor work camp, uwobile home, dwelling unit {n a
multiple~-family structure, or any other place where pec-
nle reside.

"Restrictive horizon'" meauns a soil horizon that is brit-
tle and strongly compacted or strongly cemented with
iron, eluminum, silica, organic matter, or other com-
pounds capable of perching ground water or sewage ef-
fluent.

"Rock' means the consolidated or partially consolidated
mineral matter or aggregate, including bedrock or
weathered rock, not exhibiting the prcperties of soil
and exposed at the land surface or overlain by soil or
saprolite.

"Sanitary system of sewage treatment and disposal’ means
a complete system of sewage collection, treatment and
disposal, including approved privies, septic tank sys-
tems, connection to public or community sewage systems,
incinerators, mechanical toilets, composting toilets,
recycling toilets, mechanical aeration systems, or other
such systems.

"Saprolite" means thoroughly decomposed earthy mineral
matter, weathered in place from igmneous or wmetamorphic
rock and usually overlain by soil and exhibiting some
properties of rock.

'Septage' weans a waste that is a fluid mixture of par-
tially treated sewage solids, liquids, and sludge of
human or domestic waste origin pumped from septic tanks,
tesidential grease traps, or privies.

"Septic tank' means a water-tight, covered receptacle

designed for primary treatment of sewage and constructed
to:




(a) Receive the discharge of sewage from a building;

(b) Separate settleable and floating solids from the
liquid;

(c) Digest organic matter by anaerobic bacterial action;

(d) Store digested solids through a period of deteuntian;
and

(e) Allow clarified liquids to discharge for additional
treatment and final disposal.

(32) "Septic tank system" means a subsurface sanitary sewage
system consisting of a settling tenk and a subsurface
disposal field.

(33) "Sewage'" means the 1liquid and solid human waste and
liquid waste generated by water-using fixtures and ap-
¥liances, includi those associated with food hand-

ing. The term does not include industrial process
wastewater or sewage that is combined with industrial
process wastewater.

(34) "Site" means the area in which the sewage treatment and
disposal system is to be located and the area required
to accommodate repairs and replacement of nitrification
field and permit proper functioning of the system.

(35) "Soil" means the naturally occurring, unconsolidated
mineral and organic material of the land surface
developed from rock or other parent material and
consists of sand, silt, and clay-sized particles and
variable amount of organic materials. Soil does not
exhibit properties of rock or parent material. However,
zones of transition in which soil characteristics
Predominate shall be considered soil,

(36) "State" means the Department of Human Resources, Divi-
gion of Health Services.

(37) "Structure," as it relates to 8011, means the arrange-
ment of primary soil particles into compound particles,
peds, or clusters that are separated fron adjoining ag-
gregates and have properties unlike those of an equal
mass of unaggregated ?rimary soil particles,

(38) '"Subsurface disposal' means the application of sewage
effluent beneath the surface of the ground by distribu-
tion through approved nitrification lines.

History Note: Statutery Authority G.S. 130A-335(e);
Eff. July 1, 1982;
Amended Eff. August 1, 1988;
April 1, 1985; January 1, 1984;
October 1, 1983,

1936 REQUIREMENTS FOR SEWAGE TREATMENT AND DISPOSAL

(a) Every residence, place of business, or place of public
assembly shall be provided with an approved sanitary system of
sewage collection, treatment, and disposal as defined in this
section that is properly designed, installed, operated, and
maintained to assure adequate performance.









